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and, after a violent attack upon it by Camille Desmoulins on
July 10, it was decided that its numbers should be reduced
to nine, and that there should be a fresh election of the
members composing it1 The nine elected were Jean Bon
Saint-Andre, Barere, Gasparm, Couthon, Herault cle Sechelles,
Thuriot, Prieur of the Marne, Saint-Just, and Robert Lmdet,
and it is most notable that Danton, who had served ever since
April, was not re-elected. On July 27 Robespierre was
proposed by the members of the committee to take the place
of Gasparin, who was ill, and on August 1 Danton proposed
that the ministry should be abolished as an executive council,
and that the ministers should become the agents of the com-
mittee. The Convention, however, declined to take such a
decisive step, but granted the committee a credit of fifty
millions of francs, which it might spend, without rendering
any account, for the good of the republic. On the same day
the Convention denounced to the world, in the name of
humanity, what it was pleased to call the perfidy and
cowardice of the English Government, and decreed the con-
fiscation of all goods belonging to outlaws, the trial of Mario
Antoinette before the Revolutionary Tribunal, the destruction
of the monuments of the former kings of France at Saint
Denis, the arrest of all foreigners not domiciled in France,
the closing of the barriers of Paris, and the condemnation to
twenty years' imprisonment of every one convicted of refusing
to take assignats in payment for goods or debts at their face
value. It also decreed that the garrison of Mayence should
be sent against the rebels of La Vendee, that the woods should
be burnt, the harvests destroyed, and the cattle seized through-
out that unfortunate district, and that the children and old
men should be deported from it to the interior. The execu-
tion of all these measures was entrusted to the Committee of
Public Safety, in which the majority of the Convention sud-
denly seemed to feel a blind confidence, and the whole Con-
vention felt the relief of abandoning its executive powers to a
small group of men. Many of the deputies doubtless felt less
1 Appendix YII , The Committees of Public Safety.